
 

May 3, 2021 

The Honorable Tim Walz 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

130 State Capitol 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

The Honorable Paul Gazelka 

95 University Ave. W. 

Minnesota Senate Building, Room 3113 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

The Honorable Melissa Hortman 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

463 State Office Building 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

Dear Governor Walz, Majority Leader Gazelka and Speaker Hortman: 

 

On behalf of the more than 6,500 businesses and over 520,000 workers that we collectively 

represent, we want to thank Governor Walz and the MN Legislature for its recent investments in 

our state’s infrastructure. Those investments will help make much needed improvements to our 

state’s transportation and water infrastructure that communities around the state rely on. Despite 

those investments, significant needs remain because of the condition and age of much of the 

state’s infrastructure. The American Society of Civil Engineers recently noted in their Report 

Card for America’s Infrastructure, “Much of Minnesota’s infrastructure is aging and reaching the 

end of its expected lifespan. The majority of our systems were built in the late 20th century 

before much of today’s modern technology was developed.” 

As state policymakers, you now have the incredible opportunity to strategically allocate federal 

dollars from the American Rescue Plan to balance supporting cross-sector economic recovery 

and looking ahead to our state’s long-term economic growth. We collectively urge you to 

consider allocating significant resources in our state’s transportation, water and broadband 

infrastructure. We believe that investments in this infrastructure represent a win-win-win for 

Minnesota workers, businesses and residents. 

We believe now is the time to make these investments as we know that the COVID-19 pandemic 

has resulted in a significant step back in state revenues generated from the gas tax, which 

threatens the future of the MN Department of Transportation operations and multi-modal 

infrastructure projects. Additionally, the pandemic has shone a bright spotlight on where our 

gaps in broadband infrastructure are – with more families experiencing the work-from-home 

stress, more businesses relying on e-commerce, and more schools relying on distance learning.  



The American Rescue Plan will appropriate approximately $2.6 billion to Minnesota for state 

fiscal relief, funds that can be used to repair and replace aging infrastructure. We request that 

you, as policymakers, consider allocating a significant portion of Minnesota’s fiscal relief aid to 

both replace lost gas tax revenue (roughly $250 million) and make additional infrastructure 

investments. We appreciate the proposal recently put forward by the Minnesota Senate and hope 

that discussions will continue around how these funds can best be spent. 

Studies show that for every $1 billion invested in construction, more than 10,000 jobs are 

created. When that construction is targeted at roads, bridges, transit, water, and broadband, not 

only are jobs created, but businesses and communities are saved and supported. During this 

fragile time in our economy, we encourage you to dedicate resources to statewide infrastructure 

projects. 

We stand ready to partner in this effort and thank you for your work on behalf of Minnesota’s 

business community and its workers. 

Sincerely, 

 

  

 

Jason George Doug Loon Tim Worke 

Business Manager, 

International Union of 

Operating Engineers Local 49 

President, Minnesota 

Chamber of Commerce 

CEO, Associated General 

Contractors of Minnesota 

 

 

cc:  Senate Finance Chair Julie Rosen 

 House Ways & Means Chair Rena Moran 

 Senate Minority Leader Susan Kent 

 House Minority Leader Kurt Daudt 

  


